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27. . Guatemalan army rumored threatening revolt on Communist
issue: 7Top Guatemalan army officers have given Presidént
2enz until.1l5 June to oust the Communists from the govern-
. nt or be ousted higads ¢cording to persistewr=PMMErs .
. A usually reliable source reports that these officers are
"meeting constantly" to discuss their course of action.

On 11 Jure, according to another usually reliable
Source, Arbenz informed gz group of civilian officials of
this army pressure and declared that his policies were
"unchangeable." He said that, if necessary, he- would arm
the workers and peasants, who would fight for the govern-
nent "to the last man." (S CIA PD 331 ana 332, Guatemala
City B-2, 13 Jupe 54) . ’

Comment: The army is believed still to have the

apability for decisive action against the regime., A
Browing rnuamber of officers realize, howaver, that the 6,000~
man army way not long retain this capability if the much
larger. Communist—_Jed labor and peasant groups obtain suf-
ficient quantities of arms. .

Last Lecember and January peasant groups were
to seize numerous private properties. in what ¢ A
embassy described as an effort to condition these
violent action under Comnunist leadership. The labor and
bzasant groups are again becoming aggressive and are believed
already in POSsession of some arms. :
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